This book covers the objectives of the American National Board of Echocardiography Perioperative Transesophageal Echocardiography Certification Examination in much detail and integrates it with a great amount of complementary cardiological, anaesthetic and surgical information. It is certainly not a "manual" or an introductory text, but rather a fairly comprehensive resource. Most chapters contain useful summary tables and all are well referenced. Much material is directly sourced from excellent guidelines produced by groups such as the American Society of Echocardiography and the American Heart Association.
The editors and most of the authors of this text are experienced clinicians from major cardiac centres in Montreal, Canada. The text is truly transdisciplinary with contributions from anesthesiologists, cardiac surgeons, cardiologists, intensivists and others. It is printed on high quality paper, is well bound and contains many clear illustrations and photographs of echocardiographic and surgical images. The images are not in colour, however all the figures in the book are reproduced in colour on the accompanying DVD. The DVD is easy to use, with a consistent interface for all the figures and videos. This allows for rapid access to all the 3D animations (depicting the orientation of the tomographic planes) and the echocardiographic and surgical video loops associated with each figure. The many surgical photos and video loops (e.g. of surgical procedures such as a mitral valve quadrangular resection) add a very useful dimension to this text.
Unfortunately the DVD only runs on computers using the Windows operating system. The text just discusses a four-point grading system for segmental wall motion abnormalities, rather than the fivegrade system used in the ASE/SCA guidelines and most of the intraoperative literature: and some of the echocardiographic views and omniplane angles suggested in the text differ from the ASE/SCA recommendations. There are also some errors in the text and figures, which could have been eliminated with better proofreading.
There are now a large number of books available on transoesophageal echocardiography, ranging from small introductory manuals to large reference works. This book has many strengths and unique features. If one is seeking a comprehensive, current and clinically integrated reference work on perioperative TOE, this book deserves very serious consideration.
R While there have been many textbooks on regional anaesthesia published in the past, none has matched the breadth and reach of this book from the New York School of Regional Anesthesia. For the first time, the theoretical and technical aspects of regional anaesthesia have been integrated with a comprehensive, evidence-based overview of its clinical role in acute pain management.
The book comprises 83 chapters that are divided into colour-coded sections for easy reference. The text layout is highly readable, with 'clinical pearls' highlighted. The early chapters of the book cover a diverse range of topics, including a history of regional anaesthesia, the embryology, histology and anatomy of the nervous system and local anaesthetic pharmacology. Subsequent chapters cover individual blocks, with extensive discussion on the use of nerve stimulators, continuous catheter techniques and an introduction to ultrasound-guided techniques in adults and children. On a minor note, as a lower limb block enthusiast, I would have liked to have seen more detail on fascia iliaca blocks and on the use of nerve stimulators in sensory nerve blockade. The latter chapters are clinically focused and cover the role of regional anaesthesia in different surgical subspecialties in patients with underlying disease and in different clinical environments. There are excellent chapters on the mechanisms and management of the neurological complications of regional anaesthesia. The final chapters deal with the role of regional anaesthesia in acute pain management and aspects of documentation, training and research.
